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and went to the troubled student’s
home, where he found her with a knife
to her neck and having already con-
sumed antifreeze. Thankfully, due to
Lauren’s swift actions, the assistant
principal was able to intervene in time
to save her friend’s life. This is a re-
markable story, and demonstrates
Lauren’s extraordinary character.

Youth suicide is a tragic problem
plaguing our Nation. It is the third
leading cause of death for 15-to 24-year-
olds and the sixth leading cause for 5-
to 14-year-olds. Lauren’s heroic inter-
vention is a perfect example of how
anyone should react to such a call for
help. We should all learn from this
story which, thankfully, avoided a
tragic ending.

———

OLYMPIC CHAMPION JENN
STUCZYNSKI

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Fredonia, New
York’s own Olympic champion, Jenn
Stuczynski. On Monday, August 19,
Jenn won the silver medal in the pole
vault in the 2008 Beijing Olympics. She
admirably represented Western New
York, and we are proud to call her one
of our own.

Born and raised in Fredonia, New
York, Jenn’s heart has never left her
hometown. Her love for sports began
while she was a student at Fredonia
High School. Although she became a
dedicated athlete at an early age, Jenn
did not take up pole vaulting until her
senior year of college. Four years of
tireless practice, patience, and persist-
ence later, Jenn made it to the Olym-
pics, and she was not about to leave
empty handed. Jenn’s story of winning
the silver medal is one that can inspire
all of us to ask more of ourselves and
to reach higher than many, maybe
even ourselves, thought possible.

Jenn’s hard work, dedication, and
spirit embody the best of Western New
York. She is an inspiration to athletes
and to all who witness her commit-
ment and strength of character. Jenn’s
community in Fredonia knows her as a
hometown girl who will not forget her
roots, no matter what heights her gifts
and hard work take her. Her masterful
grace as a champion pole vaulter is
also matched only by her confident yet
modest nature. Unlike too many star
athletes, Jenn understands the impor-
tance of character, community, and
family.

Jenn’s values were instilled by her
loving family and community. I com-
mend the Chautauqua County for ral-
lying around their Olympic daughter
and her family with support and pride.
When the community raised the money
needed for Jenn’s parents to watch
their daughter win the Olympic silver
medal, we witnessed a tremendous spir-
it of devotion and community pride.
The communities of Fredonia and Dun-
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kirk threw a fund raising drive to get
Jenn’s parents to Beijing, and held a
rally to send her off to the Olympics.
The effort of this devoted community
are yet another reason why I am proud
to represent Western New York.

I applaud her parents, Mark and Sue
Stuczynski, and wish them the best as
they share this achievement with their
daughter. They should be proud of hav-
ing raised one of Western New York’s
greatest ambassadors.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Jenn,
her parents, her family, and Jenn’s
hometown and her community of Fre-
donia as they celebrate this wonderful
accomplishment.

ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, my fel-
low colleagues, sometime in the next
week the House is going to be asked to
make some decisions on energy policy.
But I think we need to reflect on the
last few years, and that is, the United
States went into Iraq for one reason
and one reason only, oil. And when we
did that, the price of o0il didn’t go
down, it went up.

That the oil companies are running
our energy policy is not a secret in this
country. They have kept oil off the
market while they jacked up the price.
They have helped to restrain the sup-
ply while the price has skyrocketed
and the American families paid for
that. So to give the oil companies more
drilling rights is simply a guarantee
that we are going to pay more for oil,
not less. Wake up, America.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

THE LAST DOUGHBOY—THE LONE
SURVIVOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it was 90
years ago this November that World
War I was over; the 11th month, 11th
day, 11th hour, it ended.

Frank Buckles was in that war and is
the last of his generation. Of the 4.7
million Americans that were mobilized
during the First World War, Frank
Buckles is the very last doughboy.

His remarkable life began in Beth-
any, Missouri, where he was born in
1901, during the administration of
President McKinley. At the tender age
of 16, Buckles lied his way into the
United States Army when he enlisted
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to fight in the First World War. He was
rejected by several recruiters, but he
was not deterred until he finally found
a recruiter that would take him. He
joined the United States Army, and he
drove an ambulance in Europe during
World War 1.

Mr. Buckles served in the First World
War, and was held then as a prisoner of
war by the Japanese for 3 years during
World War II.

At the incredible age of 107, Frank
Buckles has lived through 46 percent of
our Nation’s history. Today, he resides
on the family farm he purchased near
Charlestown, West Virginia, purchased
after the first war.

Mr. Buckles is one of the forgotten
veterans of a forgotten war. He is the
lone survivor of World War 1.

During World War I, nearly 116,000
United States warriors gave their lives
for this country. 4.7 million served, and
they changed the tide of that stale-
mate war and ensured victory for the
Allies. When the doughboys landed in
France, our allies were impressed with
their fighting spirit, and their tenacity
stunned our enemies. When they re-
turned to the United States, there were
no parades or major memorials estab-
lished in honor of them. They returned
to the Roaring ’20s, and America didn’t
want to talk about the war because
America had decided to move on. Then
the depressions of the 1930’s hit, and
the service of the veterans became a
distant memory. Then World War II
came, and America never got around to
honoring the World War I vets.

Today, we have three memorials to
our major wars on modern history on
the National Mall. They were built in
order: Vietnam Memorial, then the Ko-
rean Memorial, and then the World
War II Memorial. They were built in re-
verse order. But there is no national
memorial, Mr. Speaker, for the World
War I veterans. This was the war that
was supposed to be the war to end all
world wars.

World War I marked the beginning of
the history of modern war. It was the
war that brought America into the
forefront as a world power. It was the
first war to be fought on three con-
tinents. And World War I was the first
industrialized war with the introduc-
tion of major technology in weaponry
like machine guns, tanks, artillery
guns, and airplanes.

In the 3-week long Meuse-Argonne
Offensive, the largest U.S. engagement,
18,000 Americans were killed. Approxi-
mately 1,000 doughboys a day were
killed. Some are still buried in Europe
in graves known only by God.

Many of the servicemembers who sur-
vived the tolls of war and came back
home to the United States had already
contracted a deadly flu virus while
they were in France, and many of them
died in the United States after the war
from that flu.

World War I should not be forgotten.
In World War I there were no photo-
graphs taken, and after the war no
blockbuster movies were made to tell
the story.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T15:32:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




